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(54) CROCETIN-CONTAINING PIGMENT 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To impart good resistance to light and various chemicals to crocetin to thereby 
stabilize it by enclosing it in a cyclodextrin. 

CONSTITUTION: Crocin, the principal component of a carotenoid yellow pigment of a gardenia, 
is hydrolyzed to produce crocetin. To stabilize the crocetin which is sensitive to light and 
chemicals, it is first dissolved in an alkaline solution. This solution is added with vigorous 
agitation to a cyclodextrin (e.g. or - cyclodextrin) paste prepared by kneading with a small 
amount of water. The agitation is performed usually for at least 60min while cooling to prevent 
an excessive temperature rise, preferably to prevent the temperature from exceeding 80° C. 
After the completion of the agitation, the crocetin enclosed in the cyclodextrin and precipitated 
is separated from unenclosed crocetin by centrifugal separation. The obtained corcetin 
enclosed in the cyclodixtrinis used as a coloring matter for various foods. 
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